Micro-indentation hardness studies on human bones.
Bones from different portions of human skeleton are polished and cut to suitable sizes and then subjected to micro-indentation at various loads using Vicker's diamond pyramidal indenter. The Vicker's hardness number is found to differ slightly from portion to portion of the skeleton. Interferometric studies of the indentation reveal that the applied stress of indentation causes a 'pile-up' of material near the corners of the pyramidal indents.